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An Avrentine Comviuniet defonse of letters uritten b Iuis Carloe Prestes
in praise of Peron has been disavoued by & Chilean Communist leader. It
was previously claimed by Argentine Cormunist ilodolfe Ghioldi that Prestes
wrote favorsbly about Feron's nmaticnglistic and anti~inperialictic policy
in the hope of obtaining the releaze of Vietorio Codovilla, However, the
Chilean leader pointed out that a strong rivalry has long existed between
Prestes and Codovilla.

Tvestes is reported Lo have long neintained that the Latin American Communist
Parties should collaboratc with and usec notionnlist movements when these are
politically powerful, rather than blindly oppose them om purely ideologiecal
verms. Prootos is said to believe that such a polley would prevent the
Commmicts fron beinp subjected to unnecessary persecution and would be to
the bost interests of the Party in the long run.

Prestos reportediy has insisted thot the Cormunist FParty of Argentina (CPA)
snde a serious tactieal mistoke by opposing the Peron governnent, and helieves
that Codovilla should attenpt to reach an understanding with Peron just as
Trestes did with Getulio Vargas of liragil.*¥ Frestes® view is allegsdly sup=
ported by the Cuban Cormunist leader, Blas Tloez, but is opposed by Codovilla
snd by the present leaders of the Chilean Corrmuaist Party (FCCh).

‘1116 it is belisved that Frostes znd Peron have attermpted to arrive at an
upderstanding, Codovilla is apparently continuing nis policy of opposition to
teyon. llowewr, Codovilla is reporied to have lost face through Peron's recent
ovdar for his release and implied indifference toward him as a gerious opponent: .

4 souree in Duenos Aires reports that neither faction of the Argentine Communist
Pzrby lmeows of the existence of the 1stter vhich Prestos is said to have written
4o Foron, It is believed that tho reported connoetion betueen Prestes and
Codovilla nay have arisen vhon Gonselez Videla of Chile announced in Lovember
1040 the discovery of an alleged piot against the governont ingpired by Prestes
and Codovilla. This announcement coineided with the arrcet of Codevilla by the
Areentine police on 5 [ovonber 1949. The Buepos Alres Commumist pross then
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published photosraphs of both Communists praising them as anti~-imperialist

" Yeaders. While Codovilla wms under arrest, he and the CGPA received musrous
ictters snd canles of support and acherence, protesting his imprisonrent.
lowvever, the alleged letter of Prestes' to Peron was not kooun %o the Parby.
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